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Abstract
The paper aimed to present the evolution of Milk Production during the period  1990 -2007  in the North West Region   of Romania, including Iasi, Botosani and  Suceava counties. It is based on the statistical data provided by Ministry of  Agriculture , Forests and Rural Development . The data have been processed into the following indicators : cattle   livestock, number of dairy cows,  milk yield, milk production . During the analyzed period , cattle livestock  has continuously decreased, so that in the year 2007 there are just 1,440 thousand  cows in Romania of which in the North  Eastern  part are raised  about 25 %..  Milk yield  has increased from  2,850 kg /cow  in the year 1990 to 3,980   kg/cow/year in the year 2007 , but total milk production has decreased taking into account the reduced number of cows . As a  conclusion, the North East region is traditionally suitable  for cow rearing ,due to its pastures and meadows , the    important number of cow stock   and possibilities  to produce  ecological milk .
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introduction 
Dairy farming is an important branch of animal husbandry with a long tradition in our country . After 1989, the number of cattle stock has seriously decreased  due to the dissolution of the state  enterprises and cooperatives and  numerous slaughtered animals [1] . At present the number  of dairy cows counts for  about 2,600 Million heads  and are mainly raised  in private  subsistence  households [2]. In the North East region of Romania contributes  with  more than 10 % to total milk production in the country [3]  . In this context, the paper present an analysis of the evolution of milk production  in the North East region of Romania, in order to put into evidence the evolution of the number of dairy cows, milk yield and total milk production  in the period 1990-2007 [4].
MATERIAL AND METHOD 
In order to characterize   the evolution of milk production , the following indicators were used : number of cattle stock, of which dairy cows and heifers , milk yield and milk production, milk consumption per inhabitant, number of dairy farms  and cow density per ha. The period analyzed in this study is 1990-2007 . The data ,  collected from Ministry of Agriculture , Forests and Rural Development , have been statistically processed and interpreted , building the trend line   and setting up the forecast  based on simulation models for the period 2008-2015.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
The cattle livestock  has continuously decreased from 5,381 thousand heads in the year 1990  to 2,680 thousand heads in the year 2007 , as a result of  the dissolution of  the agricultural units and of the fact that many old cattle   have been slaughtered because of their low production. The number of dairy cows has deeply decreased in the analyzed period from 3,200 thousand  heads in the year 1990 to 1,440 thousand  heads in the year 2007. Therefore, in 2007 , in Romania there were just 45 %  of dairy cows compared to the year 1990. Taking into account the dynamics of cattle and dairy cows stock, the share of dairy cows in the cattle stock has recorded a similar decreasing trend . In the year  1990 , dairy cows represented 59.46 %   of the cattle stock and in the year 2007 , they registered just 53.73 % (Table 1).

A similar evolution of cattle and dairy cow stock has been noticed in the North Eastern part of Romania in Iasi, Suceava and Botosani counties.

Table 1 . Evolution of Dairy Cows during the period 1990-2007 ( thousand heads )

	Specifica-tion
	1990
	1995
	2000
	2005
	2007
	2007/
1990

%

	Cattle, of which : 
	5,381
	4,100
	3, 520
	3,050
	2,680
	49.80

	Dairy cows


	3,200
	2,200
	1,830
	1,600
	1,440
	45.00

	Share of dairy cows in total cattle stock (%)
	59.46
	53.65
	51.98
	52.45
	53.73
	-


The average milk yield  has registered a continuously increase from 2,063 kg/cow in the year 1990  to 3,980 kg /cow in the year 2007.  This positive aspect was determined by the  reduced number of cows which has allowed a better feeding. Therefore, in 2007, the average milk yield was 1.92 times higher than in 1990. 

In the North Eastern part of Romania , the average milk yield  registered a similar trend increasing from  1,980 kg/cow/lactation in the year 1990  to 3,875 kg/cow/lactation in the year  2007 ( Fig.1) .
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Fig.1.Evolution of Average Milk Yield
Milk Production  has been 66,016 thousand hl in the year 1990, but in the coming 5 years it has deeply decreased due to the lower number of dairy cows. In the year 1995 , milk production  was  48,400 thousand hl , by 26.69 % less than in 1990. Starting from the year 1995, milk production has recorded a continuous increase , so that in 2007 it reached  57,312 thousand hl , being by 13.19 % less than in the year 1990 ( Table 2).
Table 2 . Evolution of Milk Production (kg/year)

	Specifica-tion
	1990
	1995
	2000
	2005
	2007
	2007/

1990

%

	Milk Production 
	66,016
	48,400
	49,044
	51,840
	57,312
	86.81


In the North Eastern part of Romania, dairy farmers give an important contribution to milk production in the country because of the high number of cows grown in this area, their production potential and pastures and meadows availability.
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Photo 1. View from a Dairy Farm in the NE part  

 of Romania 

Conclusions 
1. The number of dairy cows has continuously decreased during the period 1990-2007 , with a negative impact  upon milk production.

2. Milk yield  is the only positive aspect , because it has  increased reaching  3,980 kg per cow in the year 2007.

3.As a consequence of the reduced number of cows but an increased milk yield, milk production has continuously increased, except the year 1995 when it recorded the lowest level.
5. The North Eastern region is traditionally suitable  for cow rearing ,due to its pastures and meadows , the    important number of cow stock  and possibilities  to produce  ecological milk .
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